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These "durs petits esprits" were going to despise, in life and in
French tradition, in experience and in human values, things more
important than Gautier or even than Baudelaire! Barres's instinct
did not betray him when he judged the dogmatic disciples of Maurras
wto had a systematic answer to every question, but whose positivism
had, as little as his own agnosticism, an answer to the fundamental
problems of life. And they did not notice that the life of a man or
a ration had to be very mutilated to make so many positive asser-
tions possible, assertions which reduced the scope of human life to
the preoccupations of the citizen of a modern state! Men do not
live by politics alone, and if they believe that they can, their very
political life will itself dry up.
The revelation in the Cahiers of the tolerance of Barres for what
was for so many political thinkers the intolerable, has left the
critics of the Maurras school in an awkward position. For they
have not dared to deny one of the glories of the nationalist school;
they have not been able to deny, either, in face of the evidence,
the power of the Cahiers. It is odd to see Robert Brasillach trying
to evade the consequences of that human tolerance of Barres.
"Rien de plus curieux, par exemple, dans ses dermers cahiers, que
les notes politiques. II cherchait une musique, fut-elle grossiere,
meme au Palais Bourbon; il se laissait amuser et retenir par la seule
chose sincere qu'il reconnait a Jaur&s, son 'ammalite* (et le page
est magnifique). Bien avant que le fameux 'violoncelle' de Briarxd
fut devenu un dogme d'etat, Barres discernait chez *ce dur jeune
homme' chez cet arriviste qu'il mepnsait, une part de faiblesse,
demotion devant le succes, qui s'exprimait par une 'poesie de
qualite assez basse, mais pourtant assez reelle.' "x
In this petty explanation of the interest which Barres took in
men and which was an inherent part of his formation, one can see
all the sterility of the criticism dried up in the herbarium of
Maurras, and deformed by the spirit of system; as for the con-
sequences of the desiccation, the rest of the career of M. Brasillach
shows us clearly enough what they were.
It was the strength of Barres in his last period as preacher and
practitioner of the nationalist doctrine to have perceived that
France, with her people, her history, her problems, was one and
indivisible. It had not always been like this. But, by 1914, Barres
1 Robert Brasillach, Portraits, p 57.